
-. UNITED VTATES ENV«ONMENTAL PROTECUON AGENCY-

APR 1 4 
Honorable Ike Skelton 
Member, United States 

House of Representatives 
319 South Lamine 
Sedalia, MO 65301 

Dear Mr. Skelton: 
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SUPERFUND RECORDS 

Mr Jpihon%^"rr'''°"'u *? ̂ ^̂ ^ '^P'^^ ̂ ' ^̂ ^̂ ^ "̂''"̂ '•y 0" behalf of 
Mr. Stephen S. Gipson who is concerned about changes in protective suits 
which he wore while employed by Rose Chemical Company in Holden. Missouri. 

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) has lurisdiction 
cont'a?[pS%'h;:%o'°-'r^ ' t r ^ ^ t ' ° ' ̂ '̂•'̂^̂  protection! We have, therefore! contacted them for information about Mr. Ripson's concerns. 

ComDaSv"afIpr°rpr^w5„n*'r ^ ^ ? ™''^ i^!^' ̂ "̂ ^̂ '̂  inspection at Rose Chemical 
n Z f l r L t ^ T!." 1"^ ̂  ' ' ° ' ' ^ ^ ' ' complaint. They found that material of the 
protective clothing in use at that time was not impervious to PCBs. OSHA 
requires the use of protective clothing made of Safanex-laminated Tyvek* by 
nnf c^!r5f!! JH'"^ T ° ' ^ J l°u PCB-contaminated materials. However, OSHA does 
not specify the vendor of the protective clothing. OSHA recently learned that 
th^n'bnnSJnf.K^" "̂ ^̂ '̂"̂  purchased by Rose Chemical sewed the seams father 
cwh?nn ^<:S5^7 f is normal practice in the manufacture of chemical protective 
I n t ^Jn t i informed Rose Chemical about this problem and the company 
agreed to purchase only bonded seam Saranex-1aminated Tyvek*. Employees should 
te r in'Jhe c l o J h Z fnT"*''" clothing anytime they experience I Select or 
n?^r« hw hn^h JJ ^ I ̂^ ''"^ wearing. Proper clothing management in the work 
?^haza'rdoSsVa?er?a?lr" "' '"'"̂ '̂̂ ^ " "^""^^^ *° ' ' ' ' ' P°^-^^«^ - P - " -

.i«*J^® Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) does adhere to the protective 
clothing standards set by OSHA. All future permits issued by EPA to PCB 

Srotect'we' MntiJ'I" " " V l '"^^"f ' ""̂ *̂̂ '" ' ' ' ' ' ' Ipecif^'es that OSHA-approved protective clothing must be provided by the facility. 

„ cl^ ̂ °Ii ̂ 3Y^3"y questions, please contact us. You may also wish to contact 
T s l e f V f l " i i Z ' ^ ' ^ ^ ' J l T ' JIJOJ^'-^"^. "̂ n̂sas City. Missouri l?106 te?epSSne (816) 374-2756 for additional Information. 

Sincerely yours. 

cc: Steve Carmichael 

Morris Kay 
Regional Administrator 
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OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL LIAISON 

FROM: 

Ike Skelton 

CONSTITUENT: 
Stephen Shane Gipson 
P.O. Box 11 

, Calhoun, MO 65323 

CONTROL NO: 

CIGL-86-93 

DATE RECEIVED: 
4-3-86 

DUE DATE: 
4-16-86 

SUBJECT: 
Former Rose Chemical employee seeking sett lement. 

ASSIGNED: 

SIGNATURE: REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

Response to: 319 South Lamine 
Sedalia, MO 65301 

COORDINATE YOUR RESPONSE WITH EARLENE WILSON, X31.0 

7-EPA-5230.1(T)|Ri9vised S/85) 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S. 
WASHINGTQN, D.C. 

RE:. GIPSON, Stephen Shane 
Apr i l 1 19..??. 

Mr. Gregg Ward 
Director, Office of Congress

ional Liaison 
EPA 
401 M Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20460 

The attached communication is submit
ted for your consideration, and to ̂ sk that 
the request made therein be complied with, 
if possible. 

If you wilt advise me of your action in 
this matter and have the letter returned to 
me with your reply, I will appreciate it. 

Mr. Morris Kay 
Regiona l . A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
EPA 
726 Minnesota Ave. 
Kansas C i ty , KS 66101 

P l e a s e r e p l y to a d d r e s s 
b e l o w . 

Very Truly yours. 

1. J j . - i i i i n 

• j . . .^A\i L t im re 
Ike Sk«lton 
319 South Lamfntt 
Sedalia, MO 65301 

(816) 826-2675 cs 
M.C. 

District. 
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Date -April 1. 1986 
•^ • . . ,«. . , I ..«. ; ,^,^ i,^ 

I, Stephen Shane Gipson ;; grant to 

Congressman Ike Skelton and/or his staff, permission to have access 

to information held by EPA , The specific 

nature of the action I am seeking is your assistance concerning 

an investigation I would like to see made with EPA. 'I was employed j 
• I 

with Rose Chemical Company in-Holden since 1984'until the plantclqsek 

Jan. 21, 1986 due to PCB contamination. I am one that was contaminatfec 

with PCB's and reported this to EPA officials in Jefferson City ih 

Feb. 1986. I feel this contamination was caused due to a change in 

protective suits, which was a mandated change by the EPA. Because of 

the seaming and faulty quality of these suits, many employees were 

contaminated with PCB's and will suffer the consequences of health 

problems. Mr. Skelton, I currently hjive an attogieyyirorking for 
me but would also like for you to maj' 
inquiry or an investigation to c^Z^ 
learn what action the EPA will ""^'j^^Tnature' 
take. < K -

4»f I feel that the EPA is responsible 
for this happening due to the p. o. Box 11 
change of suiting and would like — ^ — ' (Street, address) 
to see them make a fair settlement. 
I realize your position of not 

/; being able to intervene in legal 
'>{, situations-but I also, feel that Calhoun, MO 65323 

the EPA should take more careful —̂  rTrr*^—-»-»-—,'-\ 
actions when considering a change l^i^X* state, zipj 
in their requirements. 

ll ^ anxiously await your response, ,o1i;̂  ct̂ A tA»o r u ^ 
l|J / / f (816) 694-3448 (message phonel 

(PhoneJ 

Lines below for any identification numbers or other pertinent 
information. 

SSN# 494-74-3040 


